Handout 29

Evidence-Based Parent Involvement Interventions

What we know…

Model:   Reciprocal Peer Tutoring (RPT) and Parent Involvement (PI)

Goal:

· Promote mathematics achievement of at-risk students

Description:
· “RPT is a collaborative learning method designed to combine the components of group reward contingencies and peer teaching” (Heller & Fantuzzo, 1993, p. 518) 

Intervention Procedures:

· RPT

· Students are divided into pairs with one student as a “teacher” and the other as a “student;” roles switched after 10 minutes

· Students complete drill worksheets and flashcard computations with the “teacher” providing feedback, prompting, and coaching, and the “student” answering the questions

· The pair receives a score, which is compared to a goal; rewards are administered when the goal is met

· PI

· Parent involvement is individualized and includes: (1) rewards/incentives provided by parent, (2) parent visits to child’s classroom, or (3) parents serving as classroom volunteers

· Child brings home “reward certificates” to inform parents of his or her school performance and reward status; parents sign the certificate, indicate the type of reward provided at home, and the child returns it to school

Methodological Rigor:

· Randomization

· Control-comparison group

· Equivalent mortality with low attrition

· Appropriate unit of analysis

· Sufficiently large N (N=84)

· Multiple assessment methods

· Group equivalence established

· Educational-clinical significance of change assessed

· Program components documented

· Interventions manualized

· Validity of measures reported

· Null findings reported

· Program components linked to primary outcomes

· Measures support primary outcomes

· Implementation fidelity

· Site of implementation

Results:

· RPT + PI produced higher rates of accurate mathematics answers on curriculum-based measurement, significantly higher standardized computation scores, and higher ratings of positive academic and social behaviors

· Students were rated by teachers as improving in their learning skills (e.g., work habits and motivation) and described as less disruptive, more task-oriented, and more interpersonally confident

· Effect sizes range from 0.86 – 1.63 (Fishel & Ramirez, 2005)
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What we don’t know…

· Outcome effects with diverse populations, including middle to upper SES
· Effect of parental involvement achievement independent of RPT


